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Member of Parliament for Newcastle-under-Lyme
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Ms Holly Brooks

Union Development and Democracy Officer
Keele Universiy

Keele

Newcastle-under-Lyme

ST5 5BJ

9" March 2022

Dear Ms Brooks

Re: Ukraine
My ref. AB17379/TB

Thank you for contacting me about the tragic events unfolding in Ukraine.

Last Monday, I co-signed a letter to the Prime Minister together with other backbench
Conservative MPs, as per the enclosure.

In the letter we urged the UK Government to provide as much support as possible to our
European partners who are currently the first safe havens for Ukrainian refugees, namely
Poland, Moldova, Romania, Hungary and Slovakia.

Following this the Home Secretary, Priti Patel MP, set out a new route open to provide sanctuary
to Ukrainian refugees. However, I, and my co-signatories, pressed the Government to do more
as, in our judgement, the official position last Monday did not go far enough.

Therefore | am pleased that the Home Secretary, in a statement last Tuesday, confirmed that the
scheme will be expanded to every Ukrainian with a family link to the UK. The definition has been
extended to cover parents, grandparents, adult offspring, siblings and their immediate family
members.

The Home Office has set up a dedicated helpline on 0300 3032785 for anyone who is intending
to apply under the Family Migration route to assist with making an application. This is operating
on a 24/7 basis.

What is happening in Ukraine is utterly heart-breaking and profoundly wrong. I am glad that the
Government are working with international partners and standing with the heroic Ukrainian
people.

Thank you again for taking the time to contact me.

Yours sincerely,
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Aaron Bell MP 4
Member of Parliament for Newcastle-under-Lyme

Enc: Letter to Prime Minister
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