Keele University Students’ Union
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire. ST5 5BJ.

04/03/2022
Dear Aaron Bell MP,
Re: Open Letter from Keele University Students in light of Ukraine Crisis

We have little doubt that you share our feelings of helplessness and heartbreak at the Russian
invasion of Ukraine over the last week. We therefore write to you not to persuade you to see
this as a tragic and unacceptable event, but to push you to lobby the government to take
stronger action to both protect Ukrainians and target Russia in light of their intolerable
behaviour. At present, sanctions against Russia have proved to be ineffective, and so we urge
you to encourage harsher sanctions such as: an embargo on Russian oil and gas, expedited
action on seizing the assets of Russian oligarchy within the UK and redistributing this back to
Ukraine, as well as acting to sanction Belarus as well.

We are extremely disappointed in the lack of support available to those Ukrainians forced to
flee their homes. While other countries across Europe welcome refugees, the UK government
shows clear reluctance to allow those people fleeing a war-torn homeland. Ukrainian refugees
must either be related to someone with leave to remain in the UK already, which excludes the
vast majority, or apply for seasonal work visas or sponsorships from businesses. This is bad as
refugees are not seeking to migrate for economic reasons, but instead humanitarian ones, and
we should be supportive of this. We should be offering sanctuary to people escaping an
unwanted conflict in their homes.

As leaders of the Students’ Union, acting on behalf of the students who elected us, we
recognise the importance of helping those least fortunate out of near impossible
circumstances. We cannot sit idly by knowing that many Ukrainians, including those friends
and family of the Ukrainian students attending Keele University, are suffering, and we
understand the stresses caused to our Ukrainian students. Though we cannot possibly imagine
how they are feeling at this moment, it is our responsibility to encourage our representative in
Parliament to do their utmost to alleviate their fears by working to protect the people that
matter most to them.

Lastly, we recognise the changing nature of the UK’s response to the war in Ukraine, and
therefore understand that much of what we have argued for here may become UK policy by
the time you read this. While this would no doubt be welcomed news, we finally want to argue
in favour of the broader intentions of this letter - that the UK government take every possible
step to end Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, including measures that may not be publicly clear
policy options at time of writing, and for the UK government to adopt a far more humanitarian
approach to welcoming refugees, both for their sake and the sake of family members already
living in places like Newcastle-under-Lyme.
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We look forward to a response to this letter but also what will hopefully be your efforts to
encourage the UK government towards the proposed actions outlined above.

On behalf of the students at Keele University,
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